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VIETNAM 


NATO’S  TESTING  PIhLD  F'jR  CHEMiCAj_i  WEAPONS 


Dr.  K.  Schumacher,  Major  in  the  Mfjdlcal  Service 

On  the  basis  of  facts  knovm  from  the  press 
and  from  statements  made  by  the  PLM  (National 
Liberation  Front),  we  will  attempt  to  review  the 
individual  stages  of  the  ’’chemical  wai’fare"  in 
South  VietnaJTi,  describe  the  objectives  and 
effects,  unmask  the  USA's  demagoguery,  and 
evaluate  the  use  of  CW  (Chemische  Kampfstoffe; 

Chemical  weapons)  in  South  Vietnam. 

American  military  officials  and  economists  frequently  complain 
that  in  the  United  States  approximately  180  million  persons  inhabit 

a  territoi’y  of  less  than  10  million  square  kilometers  :;.-  whil«-ln-the— . 

Soviet  Union  approximately  210  million  persons  Inhabit  an  area  of 
about  22  million  square  kilometers,  and  that  the  miljtary  industry 
in  the  United  States  is  limited  to  a  few  large  centers  which  can 
be  easily  destroyed  with  nuclear  weapons. 

When  In  August  1953  the  Soviet  Union  detonated  Its  first 
operational  nuclear  weapon  and  in  this  way  overtook  the'  United 
States  in  applied  technology,  the  United  States  was  annually 
allocating  31.1  million  dollar”?  for  the  development  of  chemical 
weapons  (CW)  and  biological  weapons  (BW). 

1950  the  amount  v/as  103.4  million  dollars 
'1  133.3  million  dc  liars 

loo3  to  1966  200.0  million  dollars 
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defenaivs  potentisti  of  the  >jov1cv  Uai;;..  ^..U  v.',;,-  ;lc.t 

countries  with  a  more  advantageous  popuJa'cion  density  and 
distribution  of  defensive  industries  are  objective  reasons  toi>  the 
fact  that  some  NATO  countries,  especially  the  United  States,  devote 
so  much  attention  to  chemical  and  biological  weapons. 


Naturally,  the  Ni'TO  professional  cress  does  not  emphasise  these 
reasons.  A  biased  interpretation  of  ne  comparative  effects  of 
indivldua.1  mass  destruction  methods  (itDM)  usually  is  as  follov/s: 

—  chemical  and  biological  weapons  are  more  economical  than 
nuclear  weapons;  they  can  be  manufactured  secretly  at  small  costs 
and  achieve  their  appropriate  material  importance; 

—  chemical  and  biological  weapons  ai-o  tactically  very 
—varsatfile-;- they  ■  can-- defend  reutes-  of-  traneporfeation  and  -rail  J unctions 

as  well  as  other  objects  militarily  advantageous  to  their  users;  the 
extent,  onset,  and  auration  of  the  effect  can  be  adjusted  to  the 
tactical  requirements  "in  doses"; 

—  chemical  and  biological  weapons  offer  great  advantages  in 
a  "limited  war.” 


The  use  of  chemical  weapons  in  the  dirty  '  r  waged  by  ehe 
United  States,  its  allies  and  accomplices  against  the  Vietnfiiaese 
people  courageously  fighting  for  their  freedom  and  ir.dependeiice 
therefore  be  regarded  as  a  test  of  new  chemical  'weapons  and 
utilizatlcn  of  their  tactical  versatility. 
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Table  1  contains  a  suirunary  of  the  chemical  weapons  used  by  the 
United  States  in  the  "chemical  war"  vjhlch  It  began  In  I96I  against 
tne  innabitants  of  Ijoutii  Vietnam. 
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Co0ji'neat'~> : 

1.  The  table  was  prepared  on  the  basis  of  infor'mation  supplied 
by  South  Vietnarii's  National  Liberation  Front- 

2.  The  indirect  poisoning  of  useful  animaJs  is  caused  by  the 
fact  that,  after*  application  of  herbicides,  the  animals  eat 
poisonous  plants  which  they  normally  avoio,  Fur*l:.hermore ,  fodaer 
plants  undergo  changes  leading  to  aocumulatioi.  of  toxic  substances, 
for  example  ,  potassium  nitrate. 

3.  There  are  various  opinioiis  as  to  what  irritating  agent  is 
concealed  under  the  American  cover  designation,  C3.  Acccrdlng  tc 
'=’LN  statements,  it  is  thlophosgene .  According  to  Americaui 
publications  (mainly  /’rom  the  uS  Army  Chemical  Center,  Maryland)  it 
is  more  probable  chat  It  is  0“Chloroben2:y lidene  maioni  t r-i  j.e  •  hat 

has  been  included  in  the  US  Army  equipment  as  a  "means  for  combating 
riots . " 

FLN  organizations  have  meiitioned  Tabun,  Sarli;,  and  Sern;;  .. 
However,  the  utilization  of  these  toxic  chemical  weapons  p'-io!  to 
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North  and  South  Vletriair.  was  prasumab  ly 
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According  to  FLN  statements  of  13  March  I966 ,  700, QOG  hectare 
hf  useful  crops  were  destroyed,  thO'isands  of  persons  were  killed, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  were  poisoned. 


In  the  western  ai’ea  aiOjje,  lrh,CvO 


perso;;£ 


cited  hs  injured  by  'poison  gas 


This  figure  approximately 


■eorj^er.porrde  to  t.he  eaauaities  suffered  by  Gereiany,  £ngla:ib ,  and 
France,  the  main  partlcipaj-its  in  the  "chemical  warfare"  ch’  'loi-lt 
War  I.  It  amounts  to  about  one- fifth  of  the  total  number  0*^  CV; 
injured  persons  recorded  by  all  countries  participating  in  that 
war . 
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ccrsiiaerclal  insecticide'",  and  suppressing  riot: 
u'sod.f'^r  policing  purpcses  in  the  United  ftat^ 


The  true  intention  is  revealed  by  c};e  facts  that; 

—  the  application  cT  lime  nltj’ogo:;  as  fertiliser  and  Ws 
requires  eye  protectlo;;  and  Itxervious  nar:',nn.s,  wr.l.e  ac- ti' 
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There  is  nc  dou'o^  IhHt  the  United  .Utates  Is  flagrantly  violating 
t.'.ie  Geneva  Convention  whi-'h  prohibited  "the  use  of  suffocating, 
toxic,  and  sinilar  gases,  liquids,  and  sclidc  as  well  as 
bacteriological  absents"  in  future  wars. 


